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l e t t e r  f r o m  O p e r a t i o n s  d i r e c t o r

Hello! 

Thank you for showing interest in raiseRED! My name is Kristin Johnson and I am the 

Operations Director for raiseRED Dance Marathon. On behalf of the entire raiseRED 

family, I wanted to welcome you to our year-long fundraising team! 

As the largest student-run philanthropic organization on campus, we have events year 

round for you to look out for. This upcoming year we are set to have a talent show, a 

gala with an art auction, a prom for the kids at the clinic, as well as 100 and 50 days 

celebrations. At our 100 days celebration, students can get a sneak peek of the dance 

marathon and at our 50 days celebration students will get to enjoy a benefit concert. 

All while fundraising for the kids! Every dollar we receive goes directly towards 

helping kids with cancer and blood diseases in the Louisville community. 

Last year we raised over $459,000 and recently reached our Millionth dollar! Half of our 

donations go towards research while the other half goes towards clinic needs, like a 

full-time social worker! This year we have set an inspiring goal of $550,000 and I know 

we can get there with your help! 

RaiseRED is the largest event here on UofL's campus and truly brings the entire 

campus together in one fight. Even if you haven't been personally touched by cancer or 

blood diseases, chances are someone you know has. RaiseRED changes lives through 

the money we donate each year. However, raiseRED is not only incredible because 

of the money raised but because it gives these families hope. The dance marathon is 

full of smiling children who otherwise spend most of their time in the hospital. This is 

my fourth year as part of the raiseRED team, and I can wholeheartedly say that seeing 

those kids smile when we reveal our fundraising total has changed my life. But its not 

just me. 

RaiseRED has always been a team effort. The students involved with raiseRED are the 

most dedicated, passionate, and philanthropic students on campus and we can't wait 

to add more to our team. Early this fall we will have applications for Team Leaders, 

Morale Captains, and Student Outreach Coordinators and we encourage everyone to 

apply. 

We are all very excited to welcome you to our family and hope to see you at our 

events this year. 

See you soon! 

For The Kids, 

Kristin Johnson 



WHAT IS 

RaiseRED is a nationally recognized student-led philanthropic 
campaign that fights to end pediatric cancer and better the 
lives of Louisville children and their families. RaiseRED is the 
University of Louisville’s largest student-run philanthropic 
organization and the only student organization to support the 
clinical and medical research efforts at the University of 
Louisville. We focus year-round to support the children, 
families, and doctors fighting pediatric cancer at UofL. The 
year of fundraising ends in an 18-hour dance marathon 
celebration. Last year, over 1,000 students raised over 
$459,000. 

February 2018 will mark raiseRED’s fifth year supporting the 
pediatric cancer and blood disease research conducted at 
UofL. This past year, we raised our one millionth dollar for 
UofL’s clinic. 

RaiseRED continues to grow exponentially each year, and we 
want you to be a part of it. Join us in what has evolved into an 
extraordinary and life-changing event for both the families at 
the clinic and the dancers and donors who support them. 

THIS YEAR, WE ARE AIMING HIGH WITH THE 
HOPES OF RAISING OVER $550,000.



J o i n  u s .
At raiseRED, we pledge to spend 18 hours without sleeping or sitting! Though it is called 
a “dance marathon”, we do not dance the entire time. Throughout the night there are a 
variety of games, activities and team competitions. You also have the opportunity to 
meet some of the children and their families. We do learn a line dance that will be 
performed during the final few minutes of raiseRED when the total that we raised is 
revealed!

All of the proceeds benefit the University of Louisville pediatric oncology and 
hematology clinic. 50% of the money goes to research at the clinic that is lead by Dr. 
Raj. The other 50% goes to basic clinic needs. Each year the money that we raise helps 
to provide a social worker for the families supported at the clinic!

Your registration fee helps to facilitate raiseRED itself. It pays for your t-shirt and food 
at the event. Any money that is left over is donated back to the clinic.

While the number may be intimidating, there are many ways to raise the money! Share 
your page’s link on social media for friends and family to see, paint and sell canvases, 
tutor or babysit, ask your professors, etc. Keep an eye out on raiseRED social media for 
tips leading up to the event!

If your RSO has not already established a team, you can start a team by contacting our 
Dancer Relations Coordinator. Email dancerrelations.raiseRED@gmail.com for more 
information. 

Absolutely! When registering for raiseRED you can choose to sign up under a team or 
as an individual. 

In order to attend raiseRED, you must raise the minimum amount of $180 by Thursday,
February 22nd at 8pm. You can continue to fundraise until the end of the dance 
marathon but you must reach the minimum by the Thursday prior to the event. At the 
event, you pledge to go the entire 18 hours without sitting!

Maybe! Dancers will be assigned to color teams based on the organization that they 
register with. However, an organization may be split between 2-3 colored teams. 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

WHAT IS A DANCE MARATHON?

WHERE DOES THE MONEY GO?

WHERE DOES MY REGISTRATION FEE GO?

HOW DO I RAISE THE $180?

HOW DO I START A TEAM?

CAN INDIVIDUAL DANCERS SIGN UP?

WHAT REQUIREMENTS DO I HAVE AS A DANCER?

WILL MEMBERS FROM THE SAME REGISTRATION TEAM BE ON THE 
SAME COLOR TEAM DURING THE EVENT?



T a y l o r  O ' B r i e n
A LOOK INTO THE LIFE & STORY OF ONE OF OUR RAISERED KIDS!

I didn’t mind because my doctor, Dr. Russell, and her nurses are so nice! After a couple of 

weeks, Dr. Russell couldn’t figure out what was wrong with me so she sent me to get a 

special picture of my lungs. That’s when all of this started... I wasn’t able to go to school or 

play with my friends or got to the zoo or have my Aunt Nicole’s puppy come over and play 

because Mommy and Daddy say it’s very important to stay germ-free (whatever that 

means). I had to spend some nights in the cool hotel in Downtown Louisville where people 

waited on me all day and night. Sometimes it was scary when they took me away for 

special pictures, but my nurses and doctors always played with me and made me feel ok. 

Everyone tells me that I’m a brave little girl. During that time, I made a lot of new 

friends at the clinic-all the people in white and red took such good care of me. And I had 

so much fun with all of the other kids! 

One of the only things Mommy and Daddy let me do was attend raiseRED in February 

2014. I was almost done with my yucky medicine then. Mommy and Daddy were really 

nervous, but I had so much fun and didn’t even get sick. Soon after my visit with 

raiseRED, my doctors told me that I was all better! I’m a normal little girl now. I can run 

and play with my friends and go to school and eat pizza and dance! In fact, I’m super- 

jealous that I won’t be dancing for the entire Dance Marathon (I really wish I could)! 

Thank you guys for helping all of my friends and I. It means so much to me that 

you’ve taken so much of your free time to help us! I can’t wait to come and dance 

with you this year! 

Your new friend, 

My name is Taylor Roma O’Brien. I am one happy 

little girl. My Mommy and Daddy say I’m their little 

star. I love people (thanks to Mommy) and I’m very 

clever (thanks to Daddy). My Mommy and Daddy 

brought me a little sister, Rose, in March 2015. My 

favorite things to do are coloring, painting, dancing, 

and singing. I’m a big fan of music. Singing and 

dancing are the best. I had a big party and ate lots 

of cake in August 2013. All of my family came, 

Mommy and Daddy put up a big tent and everyone 

sang “Happy Birthday” to me! I got a bad cough 

around that time and had to keep going to the 

doctor’s office. 

Taylor Roma



t h e  O ' B r i e n  f a m i l y  
A LETTER FROM TAYLOR'S FAMILY

Taylor was diagnosed with neuroblastoma on Friday, September 20,2013. Due to the diligence of 

her mommy, Gina, & her pediatrician, Dr. Russell, Taylor’s condition was caught early. Neuroblastoma 

is a rare form of pediatric cancer that forms around nerve endings. Neuroblastoma can be very 

aggressive, but fortunately, Taylor has the less-aggressive form of the disease. Taylor received 6 

cycles of chemotherapy between September 2013 & March 2014. Taylor underwent successful surgery 

to remove her tumor in January 2014. 

On April 4, 2014, Taylor was declared disease free. 

Taylor is our little rock star. Throughout her cancer journey, she's learned to walk, learned to talk, eat 

with utensils, she went through a growth spurt (which we were told not to expect) & we were inspired 

by her & fell in love just a little bit more every day. Taylor endured her treatments & surgery with 

grace. To this day she still is a star at all of her doctors' offices. She always has a smile & a laugh for 

her doctors and nurses. Taylor fought cancer by being a normal kid- & we will always be proud of her 

for that. Taylor truly enjoys all of the events she’s attended to help raiseRED. It really makes her feel 

special. It means the world to Taylor and to our family that we continue to be invited to participate in 

this fabulous event. These events allow us to have positive experiences and make happy memories 

following a difficult time in our lives. We want to sincerely thank the raiseRED team and the 

University of Louisville for all of your support and wonderful care! 

Jeff, Gina, Taylor and Rose O’Brien 



R A I S E R E D  E X E C U T I V E  B OAR D

OPERATIONS DIRECTOR: Kristin Johnson 
 - operations.raiseRED@gmail.com
PROGRAMMING DIRECTORS: Morgan Tallio & Will Lampe 
 - programming.raiseRED@gmail.com

SPONSORSHIP COORDINATORS: Mary Grace Gormley & Matt Meyer 
 - sponsorship.raiseRED@gmail.com
DANCER RELATIONS COORDINATOR: Stacie Tolliver 
 - dancerrelations.raiseRED@gmail.com
FAMILY RELATIONS COORDINATOR: Madi Harley 
 - familyrelations.raiseRED@gmail.com
PUBLIC OUTREACH COORDINATOR: AJ Walters 
 - publicoutreach.raiseRED@gmail.com
GREEK OUTREACH COORDINATOR: Cole Sanford 
 - greekoutreach.raiseRED@gmail.com
TEAM LEADER COORDINATOR: Kyle Ackerman 
 - teamleader.raiseRED@gmail.com
MORALE COORDINATOR: Dulci Gurley 
 - morale.raiseRED@gmail.com

INTERNAL PROJECTS COORDINATOR: Hannah Esrock 
 - internalprojects.raiseRED@gmail.com
EXTERNAL PROJECTS COORDINATOR: Reagan Miller 
 - externalprojects.raiseRED@gmail.com 

MINI DANCE MARATHON COORDINATORS: Mallory Seidel & Joseph Thompson
 - minidancemarathon.raiseRED@gmail.com

FUNDRAISING COORDINATOR: Alex Kearns 
 - fundraising.raiseRED@gmail.com 
MARKETING COORDINATOR: Brigid Meagher 
 - marketing.raiseRED@gmail.com 
TECHNOLOGY COORDINATOR: Priya Matadar 
 - technology.raiseRED@gmail.com 
DESIGN COORDINATOR: Stephanie Bolin 
 - design.raiseRED@gmail.com 

FINANCE DIRECTOR: Jacob Lamping 
 - finance.raiseRED@gmail.com

CONTACT US IF YOU HAVE SPECIFIC QUESTIONS OR NEED MORE INFORMATION


